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Role of communities in Climate change
“ I call home  the shores of the Indian Ocean on  the Kenya and 
Tanzania  border. I understand and have experienced the impact of 
climate change in a variety of ways. I understand that it is caused 
by  the rising global atmospheric temperatures. The  rising sea level=  
has led to increased flooding. For close to six decades that I have 
lived here in  Vanga, I have observed a change in the rainy seasons, 
it’s confusing sometimes, instead of short rains for, we experience a 
prolonged drought season. 

The winds are unpredictable and even our drinking water from the 
shallow wells has become salty. Our livestock develops diseases 
that while we humans suffer deaths and water-borne diseases as an 
indirect impact of climate change due to floods. Dead seagrasses and 
coral reefs as a result of increased oceanic temperatures have resulted 
in reduced fish stocks which is our main source of food and income. 
It’s now a norm to see wildlife from nearby forests roaming  in our 
neighbourhoods in search of pasture and water during prolonged 
droughts and trigger human-wildlife conflict. 

While our contribution to the emission of greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere is minimal, we are already doing little things for our 
planet. Our communities have been engaged in wanton tree felling for 
wood and construction and burning of grasslands.  As a group with 
the support of organizations such as WWF, we have been sensitizing 
communities on the impact of their activities. 

Driven by poverty many farmers in the past resorted to slash and 
burn to clear farmland. Now, with affordable mechanization, they are 
able to utilize tractors and oxen.  Additionally, as part of easing the 
pressure on our fragile forests for wood fuel, we are working with 
community members to establish woodlots for domestic consumption.  
We believe if we make small changes and adopt sustainable practices, 
we will contribute to climate change impact and mitigation. 
 
Mwichambi Kai is the vice-chairman of VAJIKI Forest 
Conservation Group in Vanga, Kwale County. The group recently 
launched the VAJIKI Community Forest Association supported 
by the IKI BMU Project through the Kenya Marine and Fisheries 
Institute. 



WWF Kenya .:|:. The Mvuli, Mvuli Road off Wayaki Way Nairobi, 
Kenya .P.O. Box 62440 - 00200, Tel +254 20 387 7355 .:|:. 
info@wwfkenya.org .:|:. wwfkenya.org/

Why we are here.

www.panda.org/cea

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

This project is part of the International Climate 
Initiative (IKI). The Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety (BMU) supports this initiative on the basis of 
a decision adopted by the German Bundestag.




